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alifornia’s A
cadem

ic C
ontent Standards in m

ath and English language arts adopted by State Board of Education
1

9
9

8
 C

alifornia begins first year of statew
ide ST

A
R

 (SA
T

9 only) testing.  State Board adopts science, history/social science standards, and
curriculum

 fram
ew

orks in m
ath and reading language arts.
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1
9

9
9

A
C

C
O

U
N

T
A

BILIT
Y

: G
overnor G

ray D
avis calls a special legislative session to establish landm

ark statew
ide Public School

A
ccountability A

ct (PSA
A

), creating a com
prehensive system

 of public reporting on school achievem
ent.  T

he A
ct launches

C
alifornia’s first system

 for m
easuring school im

provem
ent year-to-year, com

paring schools on the basis of student academ
ic

achievem
ent, rew

arding achievem
ent grow

th and intervening w
ith assistance and sanctions at low

-perform
ing schools.

ST
A

N
D

A
R

D
S &

 A
SSESSM

EN
T

: Second year of SA
T

9 basic skills testing, results used to form
ulate A

cadem
ic Perform

ance Index
rankings.  First year that C

alifornia Standards T
est (C

ST
) is given to grades 2-11 in English language arts and m

athem
atics.

A
SSIST

A
N

C
E: C

om
prehensive w

eb of program
s established or increased to help schools achieve high standards, including, teacher

intensive training in the standards, m
ulti-m

illion dollar funding for districts to purchase standards-based texts and m
aterials, reading

and algebra academ
ies, and rem

edial instruction for 1.2 m
illion students per year struggling in core subjects.

2
0

0
0

A
C

C
O

U
N

T
A

BILIT
Y

: For the first tim
e, parents see school im

provem
ent m

easured by the A
PI statew

ide and sim
ilar school rankings.

ST
A

N
D

A
R

D
S &

 A
SSESSM

EN
T

: T
hird year of SA

T
9 testing and second year of C

ST
, increases in SA

T
9 test results in all grade levels.

A
SSIST

A
N

C
E:  M

ajor program
 expansions to help students m

eet higher standards – including a ten-fold increase in standards-based
teacher training in m

ath, reading, and English language developm
ent; increased funding for rem

edial instruction; and initiative passed
to offer intensive instruction for 600,000 English learners. Second year of assistance grants to low

 perform
ing schools aw

arded.
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ST
A

N
D

A
R

D
S &

 A
SSESSM

EN
T

: State Board of Education adopts C
alifornia standards-aligned m

aterials in m
athem

atics. Local districts
begin adoption. ST

A
R

 program
 is stream

lined to place greater em
phasis on standards-based tests, w

hile retaining a test that allow
s

com
parison w

ith student achievem
ent nationally.  First year C

ST
 in English language arts is reported by student proficiency levels –

from
 “below

 basic” to “proficient,” w
ith results folded into A

cadem
ic Perform

ance Index. First year C
ST

s given in science and
history/social science. Essay w

riting test added for grades 4 and 7.
A

SSIST
A

N
C

E: G
overnor D

avis signs into law
 an expansion of university-level C

alifornia standards based professional developm
ent to

train 225,000 K
-12 teachers, 22,000 instructional aides and 15,000 K

-12 principals over next three to five years. Participating
districts required to provide students w

ith standards-based m
aterials.
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A
C

C
O

U
N

T
A

BILIT
Y

: For the first tim
e, persistently low

 perform
ing schools in intervention and assistance program

 face sanctions.
ST

A
N

D
A

R
D

S &
 A

SSESSM
EN

T
: State Board of Education adopts standards-aligned m

aterials in English language arts and English
language developm

ent.  D
istricts w

ork to place texts into classroom
s.

For the first tim
e, student proficiency levels w

ill be reported statew
ide on C

ST
s in m

ath, history/social science and science.
A

SSIST
A

N
C

E: T
raining of teachers, principals and instructional aides launched.  T

argeted school assistance grants of $400 per student
linked to accountability go to low

est perform
ing schools.
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BILITY…
• For m

any years,
parents couldn't tell
how

 their children’s
schools m

easured up.
• Public confidence in

schools w
as low

.
• C

alifornia schools
w

ere ranked low
, and

students perform
ed

poorly on national
tests.

• Expectations of
schools ranged from
m

inim
al to very high.

W
ITH

 STA
N

D
A

RD
S, &

A
C

C
O

U
N

TA
BILITY…

T
rem

endous progress
has been m

ade to
ensure that every
student has access to
standards-based books
and instruction, that
every teacher is trained
in the standards, extra
assistance is offered to
help students m

eet high
standards, and that

  
tests m

easure student
progress tow

ard
achieving those
standards.
• T

eacher T
raining:

$745 m
illion

• T
exts/instructional

m
aterials:

$3.2 billion
• A

ssistance to Low
Perform

ing schools:
$786 m

illion


